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WORLD WAR IL IN THE 
ALEUTIANS 


Joe Usibelli has been researching military chits from the World War II era, and has 
provided some interesting information. Chits are very “disposable.” Few have 
survived either because they had to be used or become worthless, or they had be- 
come worthless and were thrown away. 


First up is a 10¢ chit from NOB Dutch Harbor, 
from a $5 booklet. It is black on orange with a red 
(?) serial number. Apparently, there is also a $2.50 
booklet known. 


SHIP'S SERVICE DEPT. coop ror 

NAVAL OPERATING: BASE 

DUTCH. HARBOR, \ALASKA 10% 
~~ 


ve - IN TRADE 


An oversized 10¢ chit is also known from the U.S.S. Idaho. Only a photocopy of 
this is available to us. The Idaho was in Alaska waters during WWII. We show 
only the front of the chit. 


COMMISSIONED oop ror 


Finally, a chit from the Commissioned Of- OFFICERS' MESS . 

> e NOB - NAvy 151 - NAF 10 
ficers’ Mess, NOB Navy 151 NAF It is blue A mts 
on pink with a red serial number. DCN Lr a TERT TVET 


What makes these even more interesting is the documentation of use for like items. 
From The Mail Sack of “The Aleutian” of Dutch Harbor, September 8, 1943: 


CANTEEN CHITS: Dear Sir: Why can’t some system other than chits be worked out in 
the Navy canteen so we of the Army can get a chance to buy there without purchasing a 
$5 book for that box of crackers? Cpl. Richard DeFelice, Post Headquarters. 


And the next item, from Ship’s Service Shortages in the January 15, 1945 “Tundra 
Times” published at Amchitka makes a previously reported item more believable: 
Continued on page 57 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


David and Betty Phillips passed through and stayed with 
us a couple nights. We had a great visit, and he brought 
me some Yukon goodies that were a welcome addition 
to my collection. While here, he made the rounds hunt- 
ing up wooden tokens. 


These were thrown out at the Golden Days Parade on 
July 25 advertising the 4th Annual Chena Energy Fair 
at Chena Hot Springs. Yellow on green plastic. “Sus- 
tainable is Attainable.” You think maybe they should 
have been made out of wood rather than a petroleum 
based product? 


I finally got ambitious enough to melt and mint gold 
from Ready Bullion Creek in Ester which I purchased 
in December. I would have put it on the front page, but 
I printed that yesterday! 


As with all my tokens, they are not works of art. The 
very first letter that I punched into the die was in the 
wrong place! I thought about sanding it and starting 
again. Then I thought I would just keep going. Worse 
thing that could happen is that I would have to sand it 
off and start again after punching in a few more letters. 
So you can see a misplaced “R” in “Ready.” Good 
enough for me! 


So, $65 per token, plus $3 postage ($5 for two or more). 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I/2page-$8 1/4 page -$5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, D.D. Club, 12!¢, B-15allI OB95.00NB 
Anchorage, D.D. Club, 12!¢, B-15allI 22.72 
Candle/Keewalik, Keewalik Bar, 25¢, B-3a 150.000B 
Cordova, Johnston, 12!2¢, B-21b 96.00 
Eagle, Eagle Trd. Co., $5 book, B-le 95.000B 
Fairbanks, F&G, no denom., B-15a OB95.00NB 
Juneau, Elks, 12'2¢, B-19bI 50.000B 
Juneau, Juneau Billiard, $1.20, B-32c RLBIN495.00 
Juneau, Juneau Dairies, B-33a-c 104.07 
Juneau, Juneau Drug, 5¢, B-35 177.50 
Katalla, Johnston & Jensen, 614¢, B-3b 332.91 


Ketchikan, Quality Bakery, 1 sm loaf, B-48a 31.00 
Ketchikan, Rainbow Cigar Store, 12!2¢, B-50a 112.52 
Ketchikan, Smoke Shop,$1, B-59e 375.000B 
Kodiak, Belmont, 12!2¢, B-2b 213.50 
Kodiak, The Mecca, 12'2¢, B-9a 95.000B 
Mt. Village, Sheppard Trd., Set of 6 95.000B 
Nome, Arctic, 12!2¢, B-4a 36.00 
Nome, Polet, 10¢, B-41c 25.000B 
Tenakee, Tillicum Club, 6'4¢, B-5a 195.000B 
Tin City, NCO Club, $1, B-1dII 96.00 
Tolovana, Tolovana Trd., $5, B-2a 565.56 
Tonsina, Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 40.000B 
Seward, The Branch, 12!2¢, B-3b 375.000B 
Valdez, The Fairbanks, 12'2¢, B-6b OB285.00 
Valdez, Nizina, 40¢, B-14c 685.00 
Valdez, Seattle Hotel, 1242¢, B-20a OB295.00NB 
Yakutat, St. Elias Pkg., 10¢, B-2b 316.00 
AYPE, “44 DWT 102.50 
AYPE, 4 DWT, NGC-62 147.50 
AYPE, 4 DWT OB235.00NB 
AYPE, 2 DWT, NGC-62 157.51 
AYPE, | DWT, NGC-64 405.00 
AYPE, | DWT, NGC-62 279.00 
AYPE, | DWT OB385.00NB 
AYPE, % and % DWT pair with box 585.09 
AYPE, encased cent, round BIN34.95DNS 


Alaska Gold, Nyac, | oz., 1976 
Alaska Gold, Nyac, | oz., 1976 


OB1,499.00NB 
OB1,249.00NB 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W= withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell FTIR = see For the Record 

Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 
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ALUETIANS, con 


We understand some of the men have been as surprised 
as the old hen that hatched out turtle eggs to find Ship’s 
Service issuing beer chits every Saturday this year. We 
ain’t making any promises that same can be expected 
the other 50 weeks remaining, but those with parched 
tonsils will definitely be able to get relief at Duffy’s dur- 
ing the rest of Jan. and probably the month of Feb. 


The item below, offered on eBay and shown in the July/ 
August 2008 issue, brought out my skeptical/paranoid 
side. The quote above gives added credibility to this 
item. 


Finally, another quote from the same issue of “Tundra 
Times:” 


Sure am glad that Franklin never made PhM3c and he 
is still one of the boys. -- This boy Woods says that he 
only gets one ration of Chits. 


Documentation such as this adds substance to those 
little pieces of paper and metal that we are compelled 
to collect. And, they make us wonder what else might 
be out there, and what has been lost. 


RUSSIAN MEDALS 


When Russia occupied Alaska, medals were presented 
to native chiefs and others who had performed valu- 
able service to the Russian American Company. Men- 
tion of these medals is found in correspondence of the 
Governors. We quoted from the 1818 correspondence 
in the September 2007 issue. We found one more ref- 
erence to medals in this source: 


Page 105: May 10th, No. 179, Letter to Mr. Baranov. 


“T have received in good order, together with your ac- 
companying letter, the gold medal you have taken back 
from citizen Kuglinov.... 


“With regard to your letter, I do not consider it neces- 
sary to enter into discussion of who must be blamed if, 
as you maintain, besides Kuglinov there remain here 
even now people without seven year passports.” 


Who was Kuglinov? He was Baranov’s nephew. An 
earlier letter (May 3rd, No. 163) states “Mr. Baranov’s 
nephew, burgher (meshchanin) Kuglinov, who left Rus- 
sia with a one year passport is being deported because 
he is totally useless.” 


On May 8th, letter No. 177 states “Mr. former Chief 
Manager and Cavalier Baranov has asked me to leave 
his ailing nephew Kuglinov in his care here. Since the 
company has no need for him he, Kuglinov, would not 
draw a salary or rations from the company. This office 
will close his account as of 1 May of this year. He is to 
be excluded from the number of company employees. 
The sum due him is to be withheld until the audit of his 
records in the management of the material (supplies) 
store is completed. You are to demand from the old 
management that the said account is finished. Kuglinov 
is to be given the sum due him from the company in 
tokens (marki) or a note drawn on the company offices 
in Russia.” 
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GOLDEN VALUE BOOK, ALASKA 67 


HERE IS THE DEAL: 
ADVANCE PRICE ..... $8.57 
TAX seeceeees 


TOTAL GRAB ... 


BOOK VALUE $19.20 


acces A3 
Berry $9.00 


eyse]y SYueGled/Z 961 
0€ Jequiaydes—zz dow 
uolsodxz jesuuajuaa 


Front Cover 


By Hardluck Sigafoos 
Advance Ticket Hustler 


(See Photo on Back Cover) 


thi 

GOLDEN VALUE BOOK, but you've noticed Hardluck 
is my first name, and thet’s @ mite worse than it being 
my middle name, So you'd suppose things don’t come 


$1.00 VALUE 

a 
GOOD FOR ONE 
aska 67 


OFFICIAL 
GUIDE BOOK 


Contents: Maps, general in- 
formation, major attractions, 
concessions, exhibits, Fair- 
banks and vicinity, history 
and future of Alaska 67, 
statewide calendar of centen- 
nial activities and events . . . 
and featuring the complete, 
unexpurgated biographies of 
Hardluck & Ragtime Sigafoos, 
eS 


Page 1 


There are multiples of some 
coupons, but each has a dif- 
ferent caption at the bottom. 


Are the coupons in the next 
column for rides in Bonanza- 
land and the Crooked Creek & 
Whiskey Island (railroad) 
transportation tokens? 


SAGA OF THE GOLDEN VALUE Bi 


easy for me. I'd be better off if | spent my worthless 
life trying to smooth out the wrinkles on a walrus. 
Anyway, about the hard luck with this book, it took 
so you would 
it : 
1:ahRe pany POR herd ck  coasbegtStp Setihas ee = things, a jet of pros start conning. But | got 


The whole project mired kneedeep in the muskeg 


Inside Front 


real valve. And when you start 
way down, 


(Continued On Inside Back Cover) 


$2.50 VALUE 


—_~++ +> 


Good for one admission to a 
regular performance in the 
Alaska 67 Civic Center Thea- 
ter. Occasional special perfor- 
mances merit® a higher tariff, 
in which case this coupon is 
good for $2.50 toward the 
total price of admission. 


46(1n the humble opinion of our director 
and his cast.) 


is good for $2.50 toward the 
Soltd pric of! aekoteslon, 


ieiaoaeai 
good for $2.50 toward the 
total price of admission, 
(A value always looks bloger going 
than coming — remina your’ tr 


rends 
purchase GOLDEN VALUE BOOKS while 
there is still time.) 


Ftp tn renee wetew renee Seep 
is good for $2.50 toward the 
total price of admission. 


“(Don't our other theater in 
Py ete 
Fero and hiss the villain. in the. exctte 
ing melodramas.) 


Epp eLit psy LEE py EET, ga PRT 


Pages 2, 3, 4 


50¢ VALUE 


eh a 


An “A” Ride will place you 
on one of the biggest whirli- 
gigs in our amusement area— 
BONANZALAND — the place 
to strike fun at Alaska 67. 


J (Isn't jt strange how you always look 
* own here wnen you sce one of those 
Silly” asterisks?) 


ee 


BONANZALAND — the place 
to strike fun at Alaska 67. 


+ (Our apologies to the Cartwrights.) 


—_——$+ <> 


Pages 5, 6 


(From Inside Front Cover) 

when | tried to figure out the tax percentages on the 
book. If Patrick Henry thought that toxation without 
representation was bad, he should see how bad it is 
with representation. 

Then my wife fussed with me about which tickets 
1 should include in the book. We orgue o lot, but 
I can honestly say that since | married her 1 haven't 


looked of another woman. I’m completely discouraged. 

But things oren’t at bad as they seem — they 
couldn't ber AY least | have a trade, ond the nice 
thing about having a trade is that you olways know 
what kind of work that you are out of. 


Good For One Ride On The 
CROOKED CREEK 


60¢ VALUE 
——~++ > 


The CC&WI is Alaska 67's 
own narrow-gauge railroad, 
complete with engine, passen- 
ger cars, depot and water 
tower. This ride carries you 
over much of our 40-acre site, 
including a swing through 
the middle of our zoo com- 


For awhile I'm goinfully engoged with my trade — 
Vim a hustler of sorts, @ kind of salesman. Right now 
\'m trying to unload © pile of these GOLDEN VALUE 
BOOKS. Tell all your friends obout them. This book 
is @ big volue for a big show — the Alaska 67 Con- 
tennial Exposition, 

You moy believe Disneyland is the most wonderful 
people trap ever built by a movse, and you may have 
had fun threading your way ta the Space Needle at 
the Seattle World's Fair, but you haven't really faired 
well until you've ambled around Alaska 67. 

(Continued On Back Cover) 


Inside Back 


(From Inside Back Cover) 


There are four legal points | want to make about this book: 
- Your chances of nabbing @ refund on tickets in this book ore abou! the same os those of 


a mucker sluicing color out of a window box. 


|. Alaska 67 reserves the right to fear up the tickets in this book and throw you out the gate 
ion. 


if you don’t behave yourself at our expositi 


. The tickets in this hook don’t give you the right to sue us for anything. Please don't slip 


‘and skin @ shin on Alaska 67 property. 


4. If all goes well, this book of tickets is good from May 27 to September 30, 1947. 


wo fap 


N2 2300 


A2 et 


Hardluck Sigafoos 
Advance Ticket 
Mustter 


Back Cover 


We showed the front and back cover in the April/May 
2001 issue. There are slight differences in text between 


the two. 


This is printed mostly in brown on green security pa- 
per, with some red, and a gold “A” on the cover. 184mm 


by 64mm. 


One example available for $25, postpaid. 


MONEY 70 eux 


BURN 7 


Our “wood guy,” David Phillips just completed another 
whirlwind tour of Alaska searching out the elusive 
wooden nickels. He made such a splash in Haines that 
the Chilkat Valley News interviewed him and featured 
him in an article. We quote from this article of July 16, 
2009 below. 


“A state law that prohibits bars from serving a patron 
more than two drinks at a time makes Alaska a rich 
vein for wooden nickels. A collector of Alaska “woods” 
stopped in Haines this week and added several new 
coins to his catalogue of more than 1,200 statewide 
and 28 from the Chilkat Valley. 

“It’s just like any other collection...’ said Rusty 
Phillips, a retired fire chief from Port Alberni, BC on 
his fourth wooden-coin collecting trip through Alaska. 


“Alaska’s “two-drink rule” puts a crimp on celebra- 
tions at bars, particularly if a customer buys a round 
for the house after customers have been served. Hence, 
the wooden coin, voucher for your next drink. 


“A lifetime coin collector, Phillips started into Alaska 
wooden coins in 1998, advertising a listing of 137 dif- 
ferent coins. He’s now on his eighth listing, with 1,200 
coins documented, and more all the time. He owns 
samples of about 600 he has found on the Internet, 
through mail solicitation and by frequenting watering 
holes. 


“Wooden coins generally fall into two categories: ‘good 
fors,’ or vouchers for drinks or similar fare and other 
that are simply advertising. ‘A politician will get ones 
printed saying ‘vote for Senator Snort’ and throw them 
out at parades,’ Phillips said. 


“Phillips likes to go to the bars early in the day, when 

business is slow and bartenders have time to talk. In- 

variably though, customers jump into the conversations, 

providing leads about other wooden nickels in town 
and sometimes even donating their own. “Every so 
often I hit the jackpot in smaller towns.’ ” 

TK 2k 2k ok 

See the complete article at: 
http://www.chilkatvalleynews.com/story-2.html 


FROM YUKON! 


We are always happy to hear from Jim Robb in 
Whitehorse. He has provided innumerable items over 
the years. 


RE 


baked 


café + bakery 


108-100 main street 


coffee + tea 
punch card 


smallO 
largeO 
espresso, drip or tea© 
latte, mocha, cappuccino or hot chocolate © 


RSTSISTSISTSTSTSTSR 


redeemable for one free beverage as selected o1 


Coffee is the “big” thing on the west coast. But try and 
find anything but Starbucks in Massachusetts.... Even 
in Alaska and Yukon, punch cards are used to reward 
repeat business. Is the business name “Baked?” In any 
case, it is from Whitehorse. White on orange, 82mm 
by 51mm. 


Now Jim knows I collect Yukon tokens, medals, etc. 
How cruel is it to send a foil covered chocolate that 
looks like a coin? 


This was from “Fulda,” a German company that spon- 
sors outdoor sporting events. They were at one time a 
major sponsor of the Yukon Quest dog sled race from 
Fairbanks to Whitehorse. 


How does one “collect” foil covered chocolate? Well, 
put it in the freezer, then peel the foil off carefully, eat 
the chocolate, and try to save the foil, unfortunately, 
not very successfully! 


a2 


nce card is full 


FTs. RICHARDSON, WAINWRIGHT & GREE- 
LEY: USA Meddac Alaska, Arctic Medic. Red, white, 
blue, black and brown on gold colored metal with clear 
coat, 44mm ($10). 


(FT. WAINWRIGHT): 172d Stryker Brigade Com- 
bat Team, Arctic Wolves. Black, yellow, green, gray 
and a clear coated image on bronze, 51.5mm ($15). 


(FT. WAINWRIGHT): 172nd SBCT, 4th Battalion 
11th Field Artillery Regiment. Operation Iraqi Free- 
dom, ’05-’06. Red, black, green, blue and yellow on 
gold with clear coat, 51mm ($10). 


MILITARY CHALLENGE COINS 


FT. WAINWRIGHT: 171" Inf. Bde., Activated 1 July 
1969. 36mm, copper nickel. Aluminum version reported 
March, 1986 (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


(FT. WAINWRIGHT): 562nd Engineer Company, 
“Arctic Sappers,” 1SG Shaylor. Red, white, blue, yel- 
low and green with clear coat on silver colored metal, 
57mm by 32mm ($10). 


(ALASKA): 4-23 Infantry, Unleash Hell, Tomahawk. 
Light blue, dark blue, yellow, black, white and a car- 
toon character on brass, 50mm ($10). 


We have acquired a few challenge coins that are avail- 
able for purchase. Prices are in ($). Please include $5 
per order. Please note that there is only one of each, so 
a phone call or email will reserve them for you. Most 
illustrations are reduced, so take note of the actual size. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


(ANCHORAGE): Bear & Raven Adventure Theater. 
Copper nickel, 32mm. 


CHINIAK: Roads End, good for 1 house drink. Black 
on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


DELTA JUNCTION: End of the Alaska Highway, 
state seal. Brass, 39mm 


ENDICOTT: The Spirit Continues, Dec. 1992. 
200,000,000 barrels produced. One ounce silver. 
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FAIRBANKS: Arctic Bar, good for one drink. Black 
on wood. 


ny» 


y 


GOOD FOR 50¢ 
IN TRADE 


% 


JUNEAU: The Deli, 50¢ in trade, 1980. Gold on black 
plastic poker chip, 40mm (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


NOME: Board of Trade Saloon. Good for 12%2¢ Drink. 
Aluminum, 32mm. We have seen this before, but can’t 
find it in the index (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


NOME: Breakers Bar, 2007. Good for 1 Drink. Bronze, 
40mm. 


ALASKA 1 OZ. SILVER - $25 each! 82" 


OK, so it is not Alaskan. But it 
is cute. A Teddy Bear under the 
North Pole. 


NENANA: Nenana Ice Classic/Nenana Dog Mushers 
_ Association. Minted by the Letcher Mint in Califor- 
cas tC, NG AN ‘ Y nia, it is not marked silver, but we have no doubt about 


SS . . 
y le g this one. It does weigh one ounce. 
oe ~ 


DISCOVERY OF GOLD: Once again we have an 
example of one of our favorite medals. It weighs 1.06 
oz. and has gold in the pan. Really a nicely done medal. 
And you get a little bit of gold at no additional charge! 


penn 4 oO) 4. ‘ FOX: Cassiterite Placer, a mate to go with the Innoko 
“5 pf Resources! 


OUR NEW ONE OUNCE SILVER MEDAL 
WITH STATE QUARTER 


We received our first shipment of our new silver medal, featuring the Alaska state quarter. The quarter is set into 
a depression in the medal and super glued in place. 


It carries the legend “49th State” and “The Last Frontier.” 
The reverse is our standard Denali “Great Land” die. 


We have made 100 of these. The next striking may be 
modified so that the wedges along the side of the quarter 
are frosty. We asked them to do that this time, but it did 
not get done. 


Price is $30 per medal, and $5 for postage and handling per order. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND 
OR TORONTO? 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


CLUB 


‘LiguOR 


From the eBay descrip- 
tion: “38mm hard plastic 
token that states “New- 
foundland Club Liquor’. I 
am not totally certain of 
this tokens origin, but 
have been told two en- 
tirely different stories by two oldtimers who I consult 
on such things. The first tells me that this token was 
used at the American Naval Base in Argentia, New- 
foundland. This seems quite likely as they also issued 
tokens for the Blue Jacket Club and the Sergeant’s Club. 
The other tells me these were used at The Newfound- 
land Club on Bloor Street in Toronto-this club was 
owned by famed Nfld entertainer Harry Hibbs.” Can 


POLAR BEAR SWIM CLUB 


Now this is pretty cool. A medal from the Zwemclub 
de Ijsbere, Antwerpen (Polar Bear Swim Club, Antwerp 
(Belgium). It is inscribed to Margot Van Der Goten, 
1946-1971. Apparently Margot was quite the stout lady 
(presumably) and participated with the club for 25 
years. Let’s hear it for Margot. 


The medal is bronze, 66mm high and 60mm across. 


anyone pin it down? It is white on red plastic. 


IDITAROD NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL 


Lee Poleske of Seward sent us this neat medal. It is a fund raiser for the Seward Museum and the Seward 


Iditarod Trail Blazers. To quote the Resurrection Bay Historical Society “The route of the trail from Seward to 
Nome is the historic link between these two communities. The modern Iditarod race mostly follows this route, 
picking up the trail near Yenta, 50 trail miles from Willow. The tripod, with one arm significantly longer than 
the other two was used to mark the trail where sections were difficult to navigate. The building on the back is the 
old Seward Bank, where millions of dollars of gold deposits awaited shipment by steamship southward, having 
come over the trail by dog team. The mountain behind the bank is Seward’s own Mt. Marathon.” 


The medal was designed by Ryan Reynolds. Minting was arranged by Keystone Specialties, Inc. 300 were 


struck in 50.7mm bronze. To order, send payment in the amount of $15 ($12 for the medal and $3 for postage, 
insurance and packaging) to: RBHS, P.O. Box 55, Seward, AK 99664. 
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